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To: The Commission

REPLY COMMENTS

Ameritech Mobile Communications, Inc. (Ameritech) by its attorneys, hereby submits

its Reply Comments to the November 26, 1997 Comments of AT&T Wireless Services, Inc.

(AT&T Wireless) in the above captioned proceeding. AT&T Wireless lends further support to

Ameritech's showing that the Commission's interim policy on State and local radiofrequency

(RF) radiation regulation adopted in the Second Memorandum Opinion and Order and Notice

of Proposed Rule Making create an undue burden on the wireless telecommunications industry.

AT&T Wireless confirms that carriers should not be required to perform detailed RF

measurements and calculations for categorically exempt facilities.

In response to Ameritech' s request that the Commission provide more guidance on the

issues of sharing of compliance costs, cooperation by site owners, and warning sign

requirements, AT&T Wireless indicates that industry-developed protocols are preferable to

further Commission regulation. Ameritech certainly agrees that industry-developed protocols
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would playa valuable role in addressing these issues, and Ameritech advocated the use of

industry fora in its September 6, 1996 Petition for Reconsideration and/or Clarification (at p.

2). As the hour of compliance is now upon the industry, Ameritech believes that further

guidance from the Commission on these issues would be useful, especially for purposes of

establishing a degree of uniformity. If industry guidelines could be developed rapidly enough,

Ameritech is certainly agreeable to AT&T Wireless' proposal that the Commission endorse

these guidelines, rather than adopting separate regulations. Ameritech repeats its willingness

to participate in this process.

However, Ameritech is concerned that industry standards may not be entirely effective

as a way to elicit the necessary assistance from antenna site owners. Existing site owners may

not have adequate incentive to renegotiate lease agreements, to enable licensees to verify

compliance with the RF rules in the timeframe now required. Therefore, a binding Commission

policy may still prove necessary.

Finally, Ameritech agrees with AT&T Wireless that there may be some situations in

which 90 days is not an adequate period of time for existing licensees to achieve compliance

once a site is modified by a new applicant. Such situations may arise for rooftop sites, some

of which may have 30 or 40 different radio facilities in operation. Therefore, Ameritech

concurs with AT&T's proposal for a 90 day period for evaluating compliance, followed by an

additional period of time for achieving compliance.
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Conclusion

In light of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that the Commission grant

Ameritech's Petition for Partial Reconsideration and/or Clarification, with the modifications

discussed above.

Respectfully submitted,

AMERITECH MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

']2 . /'By:~~~
Dennis L. Myers, V~ent and
General Counsel

Ameritech Mobile Communications, Inc.
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Location 3H78
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195
Tel. (847) 765-5715
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Its Counsel
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